1 



OSS Fora 2202 
FROM* 



t* SECRET 

B00TIH3 AKD BECOBD 8HKPT 



U 



441 



Abeeaeion Ho 

5*d 8A 



Date Rec f 




( 



SECRET 



■u 



1 



Office of Strategic Services 
"S Amor Forces in the ’Middle ^ast 



Ho. ftOltf 



awi* w** 



PALKSTTKB t POUT! CAL 



(KOTBi by O.S.S. Cairo). 

The following is forwarded in response to tho request made to 
Lalng on Sept. 6 for copies of the correspondence between Shakib Arslan 
and Haj Anin Hussein! concerning Italian propaganda* The photostatic 
copies mentioned have not yet been located, but the search is continuing. 
Herewith is a contewnorary CID report on the matter. The concluding notes 
are furnished by the present XSI£ representative in Jerusalem. 



Sir, 

Subject i- Bair Shokib Arslan - Italian Propaganda. 

1. The publication by *A1 Jania el Tslamia“ of a letter alleged to 
have been sent by Emir Shakib Arslan to Haj Amin on the subject of Italian 
Propaganda has caused a great agitation in Arab political circles. 

Political leaders and members of the Istiqlal in the beginning 
believed the authenticity of the report, but resented the action of the 
Sheikh Slelman el FWrouki as the publication of such a document is det- 
rimental to Arab interests. 

2. The general public believed this document and express distrust 
in the persons involved, namely, Haj Amin Hussein! , Emir Shakib, Ihsan 
Jabiri and Riad el S»ilh 'Thom they accuse of having made an agreement 
with Italy for private benefit. The Moslems in Palestine hate Italy on 
account of its policy in Tripolitarda and will not forget the news of 
atrocities which she is alleged to have committed. The statement of ”A1 
Jaala el Arabia" denying the authenticity of the document had no effect 
on the public, and unless a case is brought to Court and its forged char- 
acter is established, its effects will not be removed. It however, apoears 
that* 

(1) . Haj Anin Husselnl and Ihsan Jabiri insist on regarding 

the document as forged. 

(2) . Haj Amin Hu^seini cave ’.nstructions to his suporters to 

publish the report that It is forged. 

(3) * Haj Anin believes that the object of publishing this 

document is to lower his prestige in, and out of Palestine, 

and to mar the success of Kebi Musa. 

3* Ihsan Jabiri is reported also to tave insisted in his conver- 
sations on the inauthenticity of this document. He, however, could not 
deny privately that the Pales tine-Syrian delegation arrived at an agree- 
ment with Italy two years ago in regard to its policy in Tripoli tAnia 
and the grantingof self-rule to the Moslems there, and as a result fifty 
thousand Moslems were returned to their territories, and had their prop- 
erties restored to them, were granted agricultural loans, etc* The Syrian- 
Palestine delegation, on the other hand, undertook to cease its hostile 
campaign against alleged Italian atrocities. Ihsan Boy is further reported 
to have nolnted out that this apyeeaent with the Italians had received the 
prior agreement of Moslem leaders such as Emir omar Tousson, Abdel A sis 
Thaalihi, Abdel Rahman Assam (who was deported from Palestine at the time 
of the holding of the Islamic Congress on account of an anti Italian 
speech), Bashir Saadwal (a Tripolitania leader who is resident in Damascus, 
and who attended the Islamic Congress), Tassin Pasha Hashemimi, Ibrahim 
Hanano, and Sheikh Pashid Rida, who all favored a policy of friendship to- 
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wards Italy and promised to desist from agitation in consideration o r 
the satisfaction of the demands of the Tripoli tanlan Moslems* 

h* Thsan Jabiri has furthermore declared (also in a private 
Manner) that Italy greatly assisted Iraq in securing its independence* 
while Mussolini has nro^ised to assljx Syria and show symoathy* but 
secretly * towards the Palestine Arabs in their fight against Zionism* 

5* It is 'mder stood that the Istiqlal leaders are intent on 
denying the authenticity of this documented bffeieve that this is neces- 
sary in order to preserve Vie prestige of the Palestine-Syria delegation* 
Certain members of the Istiqlal have written in this sense to their sup- 
porters in Syria* Trans-Jordan and Egypt, informing them that the letter 
was forged toy the National Defense Party in order to spoil the reputation 
of Haj Amin Russeini* place him In a critical position with the British 
authorities in Palestine* and dlstfffejb the relations between him and 
dnlr Abdalla* 



I have etc* 

Sgd.) H* P. Rice 

DEPOT” INSPECTOR GENERAL 
C.I*D. 



6* (Concluding Notes i ) 

(1) * On May 5, 1935 SHAKIR ARSLAN wrote to the Ittgh Com- 
missioner declaring that tho letter was a forgery* 

(2) * A1 Diffa Palastin - critical of the policy of Shanito 
Arslan In March 1935 

(3) * Opportunists accused Mufti and his parly of being in 
Italian pay* 
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A LETTER FROM THE AMIR SHAKIB AR 8 SLAH DATED FEBRUARY 20, 1935, 

TO HAJ AMIN EL HU3SBINI, GRAND MUFTI OF JERUSALEM, A PHOTOSTATIC 
COPY OF ftHICH APPEARED IH PALASTIN OF APRIL 19, 1935, UNDffl THE 
TITLE OF'' THE IRREFUTABLE PRCOPi XIPHOTOSTATIC COPY OF A LETTER 

sent by t b s mar mass Basest vrsrrmm: m bi i mbhob hsj 
an BPPisro i " b e OT^ r H r : TOTr < %% r^ ~ SBgg BPi w to t heir pi e p p s - 
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Ogneva, February 20, 1935 * 

To my friend. His Eminence Sayyed Amin Effendi el Husselnis 

Some ten days ago after my return from my trip about whloh 
you know I wrote to you a letter^ containing some views regarding 
the campaign against you whloh I have seen in the Pale jtine press 
beoause you did not appear to have taken a course opposing the 
English* You will pardon me if I say that X share book of these 
contentions with the press and X do not agree with you* With the 
English no humoring or bribe or policy avails* Ho one can deoelve 
them because they are the most deceitful people* Ho appeal oould 
be made to their sympathies nor to proofs* Compromise is a language 
which an Englishman does not understand* The only tongue he does 
understand is opposition* That is why X believe that your adherence 
to the friendship of these people will cost you your prestige not 
only with your compatriots in Palestine but also with other people* 
If this is the prepare* plan of your foes, it would be better if 
you will not give the foe a chance* You know what I mean* 

X do not know if our friend Xhsan Bey /el Jablri7 has told 
you of what has happened in Home between the men of we Government 
and myself regarding what we discussed in Eeooa and agreed upon 
in Jerusalem* I will now tell you that X am satisfied /5y conscience 
is dear/ as a result of the last meeting and from the assurance 
whloh ku ssolini himself gave* I am oertaln that Italy will not dare 
weat ti^jbhe English or Frenoh have treated us* If you are able to 
send our friend Jamal 4 el HusseiaJ/ here on his way to London 
X will acquaint him with things I may not here elucidate* 

At any rate it was agreed to prooeed as soon as possible 
to disseminate Italian propaganda in the Arab countries as the man 
said that he fears a world war will break out and that If all 
means are not now adequate then the gain which we anticipate will 
be lost* I have made sons preparations which you will see in the 
next issue of La Nation Arabs . It is my opinion that we eeaeect*** 
the opportunity of Abyssinia** conflict with them to show the 
evils of the Abyssinian* to the Moslems* 

The Propaganda Offloe in Home may send some information for 
publication in our papers* I gave them the addresses of Al Jamjta 
al Arablyya and A1 Wlfada al Arablyya * But I did not give them the 
address or Al Jaml'a aX Isiamiyya slnoe our friend Janml informed 
me on your behalf or the fickleness of its proprietor* I have 
written to Riad Bey /el SoJh/ to take charge of the matter in Syria 
and requested him to see you so that you oould give him the 
necessary instructions* 



1 




Mussolini asked me about your personal relations with Amir 
Abdullah* I did not consider It appropriate to include this element 
with us and I told him that the Amir was a tool with the English 
and that no good could be expected from him particularly since I 
have seen in the Palestine papers that he has returned to the lap 
of Baghsb £ Bey Hashashibl/ and his supporters* 

I will write to you more explaining other important matters* 
Peace and God 1 a meroy be with you* 

Your friend, (j 

SHAKIB ABSSLAN. 
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The Amir Shaklb Area Ian* a letter appeared in gala a tin * the 
organ of the Maahaahlbi Party opposing the Mufti, The letter 
appeared at a time when the defeat of the Hashashlbl Party In 
the Jerusalem Municipal elections was still burning hot in the 
hearts of the Mashashibl partisans. It was a time when each side 
villi fled the other, The letter was Instantly claimed to be 
a forgery* The Mufti’s press went to some length to prove that 
the writing, the language snd style- and the signature were not 
Arsslan’s* The Hashashlbl papers olaimed the letter to be genuine 
and that oiroumstanoes showed the possibility of the letter. Such 
papers as oould manage to stay non-partisan in such a storm 
only deplored the fact that there oould be some people who lend 
themselves to the interests of foreign intruders, 

Ad-Pifaa (Jaffa), for Instance, wrote that now it appears 
there are people working only for personal gain anlselfiah interests* 
They work to assist imperialists, 

A1 Carmel (Haifa) wrote that propaganda for Italy meant 
propaganda for slavery to Italy, Such propaganda will only encourage 
others to propagate the cause of Sngland, Prance, Germany and others, 
Slnoe it is agreed that such propaganda is traitorous, th .n it is 
not necessary to dlsouss whether the letter was genuine or not* 

Saut aah-8ha f b (Bethlehem) was convinced that the document 
was a forgery, 

Mer’at esh- Sharp (Jerusalem) wrote that this is how some 
people stoop To - selx their country and sooffs at the idea that 
the document oould be forged. 
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